
Pastor Mike’s
Paper Pulpit
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Elders

Mack Jones—267-3090

Brett LeTourneau—706-2192

Mike Souza— 674-2268

Ron Walton—706-4885

Secretary

Amanda Stutsman—559-674-5203

Pastor

Michael G. Stipe—559-259-6879

(2017 Shepherding lists are posted.
Call your elder when there is a need.)

“Pumpkin Spice
Followers”

It is an amazing thing to me—this
pumpkin spice craze that grips us
this time every year. There are a
number of things that make sense
to me with PS—coffee creamer,
muffins, lattes. Read on for some
odd items: Pepto Bismol,
Crest Toothpaste, Body
Wash, Spam, Charmin
TP, Top Ramen. Really?
One more thing Here’s a
recipe for Pumpkin
Spice.

 ⅓ cup ground cinnamon.

 1 tablespoon ground ginger.

 1 tablespoon ground nutmeg
or mace.

 1-½ teaspoons ground cloves.

 1-½ teaspoons ground
allspice.

What I notice immediately is that
there is no pumpkin in it at all! It
is simply a spice used to make
pumpkin pie taste like it’s
supposed to taste.
The name is rather misleading to
me. It would seem that there
ought to be pumpkin in it some

place.
Let’s think for a moment if we
carried this idea into a different
context.
Christian. Is this a word that
contains Christ or do we use it to
“spice” up our lives? I fear it is
the latter. It seems that we use
the title to describe ourselves, but

by the way we live there is
very little of “Christ” in us.
Sorry if this sounds
judgmental, but I looked
at myself first and
realized that I have great

potential to be a Pumpkin
Spice like follower—Bearing the
name but not enough inside to
make it a reality.
My solution? Stop trying to spice
myself up with Christ and choose
to allow him to be within all of
who I am and what I do. Jesus is
not a flavoring for my life—He is
my life. The world and the old
me will fight this as it likes it
when I live with a sprinkling of
Jesus rather than being
permeated by him. I want to be
filled and not merely seasoned by
the Savior who died for me!
I will see you Sunday!
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Adopted
September 15th will forever be a
special day for Elsa and for me. That is

the day that I became her “real mom” by
adoption. We will receive a new birth

certificate that has her new name and my name as
her mother. Just like Jacques and Maisey, she has
found her “forever family.” As I reflect on this journey,
I am reminded of the beautiful petunias hanging from
my back patio that I just could not keep alive a few
years ago. That same summer, I adopted Jacques
and learned how to nurture and care for another
living being. Placing my hand on his chest and
feeling his heart beating was surreal; it was
overwhelming to fathom the reality that I was
responsible for his life. Aside from God, he was the
center of my world. Leaving him at home while I had
to work made me feel physically ill, and I knew that I
needed to get him a companion dog to ease his
loneliness when I was gone during the day.

Along came Maisey. Special Maisey that dug under

the fence every day, ran away whenever the door
was opened, and gave me busted lips and black
eyes. I remember crumpling on the floor next to her
in tears when I was frustrated that I could not train
her to take a walk without hurting herself. She so
desperately needed the exercise, and I could not
give her what she needed. I remember countless
times having to carry her home after she collapsed in
exhaustion from choking herself by pulling on her
collar. But Jacques loved Maisey, and I loved
Maisey. Maisey is family, and we kept working on
things.

Finally, we have Elsa. “Elsa” is derived from the
Hebrew “Elisheba” which means “consecrated to
God” or “my God is bountiful.” Elsa had been set
apart to God from birth, and the family before me led
her to Christ. Like Jacques and Maisey, Elsa was
given her new name upon her adoption. We as
believers have also been given a new name in
Christ. We have been adopted into God’s “forever
family.” God does not give up on us when it gets
tough. His love endures forever. ~Melissa

PRAY FOR OUR MISSIONARIES

Greg & Vicki Syverson
CMF International — Mexico

Scott & Anelle Price
CMF International — Tanzania

Vince & Gretta Payne
Panama Mission Foundation

Dr. & Mrs. Yoon Kwon Chae
Korea Gospel Mission

Champions For Tomorrow
Clovis, CA

American Indian Christian Missions

Doors of Hope

Madera Community Food Bank

Madera Rescue Mission

Madera Love INC

Discover more information on the
missions we support on our
website: www.maderafcc.org

October has always been one of my favorite months. Everything chang-
es in October. Everything that is green turns into beautiful reds, oranges,
and yellows, the air is a little cooler, and every store turns into a pumpkin
patch selling pumpkin everything to those that are pumpkin obsessed! The
changing does not stop there though, no. Attitudes I feel start changing
coming October, probably something to do with the fact that Christmas is
only 85 days away! (Not that I’m counting down!) These things are great
and fun during this month, and I have always enjoyed them throughout my
life, however the biggest change that happened during this month is that I
officially came on staff here in October of last year! It has been a crazy
year with more ups than downs, between VBS, seeing a change in the
youth group, and finding a family to love and support me through some
challenging times, so I would like to thank you all. Without you, this last
year could have just been another year of nothing but failure after failure;
however, that is not the case! I could not have imagined me being at a
more honest, but loving church than this, and I am constantly feeling the
love and prayer that this church surrounds me with. Changing is something
that is going to happen regardless if we want to or not; however, I’m so
excited to see what God has in store for us as we continue to change, not
for our glory, but for the glory of Him. Because although we may change-
he never does!

Thank you again <3 -xoxo Katie



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

2 3

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

4 5

House of Prayer

6:00am-7:00am

Worship Team Practice

6:00pm

6 7

Men’s Breakfast—7:30am

@Perkos

Women’s Breakfast—8am

@Robin Walton’s home

Elder’s Meeting—9am

Board Meeting—10am

8

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

9 10

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

11

FCC Food Bank

10:00am– Noon

12

House of Prayer

6:00am-7:00am

Worship Team Practice

6:00pm

13 14

15

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

16 17

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

18 19

House of Prayer

6:00am-7:00am

Worship Team Practice

6:00pm

20 21

22

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

23 24

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

25

FCC Food Bank

10:00am– Noon

26

House of Prayer

6:00am-7:00am

Worship Team Practice

6:00pm

27 28

29

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

30 31

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

Anniversaries

4 Mike & Mickie Purl

13 Dennis & Kathy

Schwenck

Birthdays

4 Cady LeTourneau

18 Shirley Holdcroft



There are now four emphases in prayer that are open
to you as a part of our church family.

The FCC Prayer Team meets each Sunday morning in
Pastor Mike’s office at 8:45 to seek God and prayer
walk the church facility.

Prayer Hosts are available during the service to pray
specifically with you and for you.

The Intercessory Prayer Ministry meets Tuesdays from
6:30-7:30 PM to lift up our church family.

House Of Prayer is an
inter-church group
which meets Thursday
mornings from 6:00-
7:00.

The only thing missing
is you!

MARGIN SERMON SERIES

October 8th— “It’s OK to Stop”

October 15th—“The Invisible
Company”

October 22nd—“Finding God in my
Margin”

October 29th—“The Big Rocks”

Join us and create room in
your life for the things

that really matter!

God can pick sense

out of a confused

prayer.
~Richard Sibbes

CWF Breakfast—Saturday, October 7th

at 8am @ the home of Robin Walton
2805 Willow Drive

COUNTRY STORE

OCTOBER 21st

9:00 AM—1:00 PM

Lunch begins at 10:30 AM

$10 for lunch ticket

Christmas Is Coming!
Operation Christmas Child boxes will
be collected Sunday October 8th. Pick
up your shoebox and fill it with appro-
priate gifts for a boy or girl and return
it to the church. You can help touch a
life half a world away!

There is a Synapse
Group with your
name on it. Why

haven’t you joined
a group yet?

Choose to get con-
nected to others!

Men’s Breakfast
Saturday, October 7th

@ Perkos—7:30 AM

The Elders meeting follows at 9 AM in Pas-
tor Mike’s Office & the Board at 10 AM.


